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Jill Shoffiett, Catapult, ink and watercolor

Garrison Art Center is pleased to present Bridges, Battlegrounds, and Swimming Pools, 
a solo exhibition of ink and watercolor paintings by Jill Shoffiett. This will be her first solo 
show in the Riverside galleries at Garrison Art Center. The exhibition will run from 
August 8 - September 13. The Art Center anticipates regular gallery hours and will 



follow the prescribed protocols for all visitors with regard to COVID-19 including mask 
wearing and social distancing for the duration of the show.  Please check our website 
for updates before visiting.

Bridges, Battlegrounds, and Swimming Pools, depicts landscapes and interiors that 
explore the human psyche through themes of survival, decay, identity, tragedy and 
triumph. There is an edgy, apocalyptic quality to Shoffiett’s work where imaginary 
landscapes and rooms are occupied by all manner of odd collectibles, detritus, 
distressed structures, weather torn trees, and contraptions that hold feint promise of 
providing any real stability or service. In her imaginary landscapes we observe an 
overall sense of impending doom or the aftermath of some natural disaster where things 
have been tenuously put back together in an act of survival. Jury-rigged flying 
machines, ladders and bridges all suggest a way out, or a means to “go home”. Trees 
and houses cling to the sides of cliffs against the surrounding threat of rising water, 
presenting yet another challenge to overcome. Shoffiett’s interiors are intimate spaces 
that explore human idiosyncrasies through the odd things that people collect. She thinks 
of these spaces as stage-sets and the collectables as props all acting as metaphor for 
inner struggles and existential narratives. Every room has a distinct  personality and 
captures a psychological profile. Notably, there is no shortage of humor in many of 
these paintings which is often exemplified by their titles.

Presently, Shoffiett works almost exclusively in ink and watercolor and creates paintings  
of great detail that require close examination to fully appreciate. She skillfully uses her 
media to full advantage in expressing the ephemeral and transient nature of her subject 
matter while creating a powerful mood through darkness and light. Born in Mississippi, 
her work is heavily influenced by her family history and southern roots. Specific 
memories of Mississippi landscapes and the various objects that occupied them present 
themselves here as part of her artistic vocabulary and in the context of her work take on 
universal significance.

Jill Shoffiett lives and works in the Hudson Valley. She has shown her work extensively 
throughout the northeast, most notably at the Katonah Museum and the Drawing Center 
in NYC and is in many private collections. She has a MFA from Pratt Institute, NY.

The Riverside Galleries at Garrison Art Center anticipate normal gallery hours by August 8: 
Tuesday through Sunday 10am to 5pm. Please check our website for updates on COVID-19 
restrictions and for special events related to this exhibition.  For more information about 
exhibitions and other programs please visit our website www.garrisonartcenter.org or call 
845.424.3960
Please join the conversation with Garrison Art Center via the hashtags 
#GarrisonArtCenter 
For all press inquiries and high-resolution images contact Barbara Smith Gioia at 
gallery@garrisonartcenter.org 
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