
The Board of Directors of Garrison Art Center is happy to announce new Executive Director Katie Schmidt 
Feder. Katie brings to Garrison Art Center a life and career devoted to the visual and performing arts. 

Katie earned a Bachelor of Arts at the University of Northern Colorado in Musical Theatre and Dance with a 
technical emphasis in costume design and fine art coursework. Post-undergraduate work took her to various 
regional theatres as well as New York’s Ensemble Studio Theatre and the Lincoln Center Directors’ Lab. Katie 
holds a Master of Arts in Arts Administration from an innovative limited-residency program at Goucher College, 
just outside Baltimore. Katie’s thesis on Outsider Art focused on how to support the work of self-taught, visionary 
and intuitive artists.  

Katie moved from Brooklyn to Peekskill in 2003 and served as director, designer and teaching artist in many 
studios and schools throughout the Hudson Valley, including Garrison Union Free School, Peekskill High School 
and Hudson River Performing Arts. Her professional life has ranged from theatrical performance, direction 
and choreography to jewelry, scenic, costume and graphic design. She enjoys expanding her knowledge of 
multiple art disciplines and strives to be an advocate for artists of all levels.

For the past five years, Katie served as Executive Director of EMBARK Peekskill, a performing and literary arts 
organization of which she is also the co-founder. The mission of EMBARK is to provide space for artists and writers 
to teach, collaborate, create and perform.  Through her work with EMBARK, Katie has become involved with 
many other local organizations including the Chamber of Commerce, Youth Bureau, Rotary Club, the libraries 
and School District. She has enjoyed connecting with many different communities. Although she will no longer 
serve as EMBARK’s Executive Director, Katie will remain an artistic and administrative advisor and looks forward 
to potential opportunities for Garrison Art Center and EMBARK to share art and audiences. One of Katie’s many 
strengths is her commitment to collaborative endeavors.

Katie currently lives in a historical home in Yorktown Heights along with her husband Michael, a sixth grade 
Humanities teacher in NYC, and her two children, Max, age 13, and Mimi, age 11.  She loves maintaining the 
property’s English flower garden, trying her hand at mixing historic and contemporary decor, and taking walks 
in the woods with Drake, a flat-coated retriever/border collie rescue.  

Katie is honored to have been chosen to succeed Carinda Swann and looks forward to their transition together 
beginning mid-November. She looks forward to getting to know the Art Center community and to furthering the 
vision and mission of Garrison Art Center. 

For information about Garrison Art Center visit www.garrisonartcenter.org.


