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Pam Marchin, Monkey Bars, (detail) clay with mixed media 
 
 
Garrison Art Center is pleased to present Monkey Bars, Sculptures, Monotypes, and 
Transfer Drawings by Pam Marchin. This will be her first solo show in the Riverside 
Galleries at Garrison Art Center. The exhibition will run from August 8 - September 13. 
The Art Center will maintain regular gallery hours and will follow the prescribed protocols 
for all visitors with regard to COVID-19 including mask wearing and social distancing for 
the duration of the show.  Please check our website for updates before visiting. 



 
Monkey Bars is an installation of clay and mixed media sculptures and works on paper 
that together represent Pam Marchin’s commentary on human frailty and the balancing 
act that is life. The central focus of the exhibition is a grouping of small, fragile, 
interrelated sculptures that speak in one voice. Figurative in nature, each sculpture  
vaguely  suggests that of a human, animal, or insect. They are expressionistic and 
distorted as to feel physically and emotionally diminished. They are accompanied by 
various delicate props that seem designed to assist them in some way, but also feel 
vulnerable and frail. Taken together, we are struck with a strong sense of pathos. 
 
The monotypes and transfer drawings are extensions of the sculptural themes with an 
added dimension of playfulness. Many of the images are focused on animals performing 
circus acts which are simultaneously fun and daring, where the risk of falling is always a 
possibility. Through this  metaphor, we are again reminded of human fragility and 
mortality. 
 
Pam Marchin’s many years of working as a registered nurse with geriatric patients in 
nursing homes, as well as poverty level Medicaid patients receiving long term care in their 
homes, has given her a first hand account of what can and does happen to people 
through the natural process of aging, but also as the result of poor health and limited 
healthcare over the course of a lifetime. What she witnessed as a nurse has had a 
powerful impact on her practice as an artist. She describes a frightening portrayal of lives 
diminished,  “people being trapped physically or mentally and at times reduced  to a shell 
or resemblance of what I know to be human. Their withdrawal was so profound that they 
appeared to me as creatures, having lost a sense of self and dignity. The human 
condition, stripped down to its bare bones. My recent artwork explores the concept of 
balance--life as a balancing act--while presenting human frailty with pathos and 
compassion.” 
 
The Riverside Galleries at Garrison Art Center are open Tuesday through Sunday 10am 
to 5pm. For more information about exhibitions and other programs please visit our 
website www.garrisonartcenter.org or call 845.424.3960  
Please join the conversation with Garrison Art Center via the hashtags 
#GarrisonArtCenter  
For all press inquiries and high-resolution images contact Barbara Smith Gioia at 
gallery@garrisonartcenter.org  
 
 
 
 


