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Kadidja, collodion wet plate photography 
 
Garrison Art Center is pleased to announce New Americans, a solo exhibition of 
collodion portrait photographs by Jill Enfield. This is Enfield’s first show in the Riverside 
Galleries at Garrison Art Center. The exhibition will run from December 5 – January 3, 
2021, with an opening reception on Saturday, December 5, from 5-7pm, given that 
Covid-19 protocols permit doing so at that time.  
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New Americans is a series of exquisitely rich black and white, wet plate collodion 
photographs depicting immigrants who came to the U.S. in the1960s or later. The 
portraits are up-close studies of women and men whose images emerge from the 
collodion photographic process that Jill Enfield deftly manipulates to enhance the 
essential nature and depth of character of each individual. Enfield’s embrace of 
process and experimentation contributes greatly to what makes these images so 
compelling. The wet plate collodion process is the same one used for the documenting 
of immigrants during the influx of immigration in the1800s and early 1900s. (The wet 
plate collodion process involves a  number of manual steps: cutting the glass or metal 
plate; coating it evenly with a syrupy substance called collodion; making it light-
sensitive by dunking it in silver nitrate; loading the wet plate carefully into a “dark slide” 
which is inserted into the camera; taking the picture; then developing it, which is not 
unlike processing a black-and-white print. One has about 15 minutes to expose and 
process the wet plate before it dries out.) In the 19th century wet plate collodion prints 
were commonplace and the look of the photographs became synonymous with 
immigrant portraiture, to the point of rendering the subjects almost “invisible.” In a 
reversal, Enfield has paradoxically chosen this process today as a way to make the 
subjects stand out amidst the latest conventions of digital photography. 
 
Enfield shows a deep affection and reverence for each of her subjects. As a first 
generation American, the daughter of a Nazi escapee, Enfield passionately identifies 
with the courage and vision required to leave one’s ancestral home and forge a new 
life. The collection also reflects a tribute to the new immigrants and their contributions to 
American culture in areas of art, literature, fashion, cuisine, and more. 
 
Jill Enfield is a fine art photographer, author and educator who has achieved 
international acclaim. Enfield’s work is in the permanent collections of The Amon Carter 
Museum of Art, Bellagio Hotel, Bibliothque Nationale, The Boca Raton Museum of Art, 
Canyon Ranch Spa and Resort, The Crocker Art Museum, The Florida Senate, Hilton 
Hotels, Marriott Hotels, Southeastern Banks, The Toledo Museum of Art, and Museo de 
Arte Moderno de Medillin, Bogota and Cartagena, in Colombia, where her work was 
shown during a three month exhibition that traveled throughout the country including 
her personal engagements for lectures and openings. As for exhibitions, Enfield has 
been the subject of dozens of solo exhibits over the years, in galleries and museums 
around the world most recently in Bangkok, Thailand.  Her work is also included in 
hundreds of group exhibitions. 
 
She is a leading authority on alternative photographic processes. In addition to 
expertise in current standard digital photo techniques for the last 10+ years, Enfield is 
also known for her instruction of hand coloring, wet plate collodion, and an array of 
other photo processes at Parsons The New School for Design, Fashion Institute of 
Photography, New York University, Long Island University, Brooklyn Campus, and the 
International Center of Photography in New York City as well as RISD. For years Jill has 
also appeared annually for workshops around the world including Cairo, Croatia, 
Edinburgh, Italy, Lisbon, London, Norway, and dozens of other cities around the globe 
as well as many cities in North America, including Anderson Ranch, Maine Media 
Workshops, Palm Beach Photo Workshops, Penland School of Crafts, and Santa Fe 



Photographic Photo Workshops. She has published two books: Photo Imaging: A 
Complete Guide to Alternative Processes; and Jill Enfield’s Guide to Alternative 
Photographic Processes: Popular Historical and Contemporary Techniques.  
 
The Riverside Galleries at Garrison Art Center are open Tuesday through Sunday 10am 
to 5pm. For more information about exhibitions and other programs please visit our 
website www.garrisonartcenter.org or call 845.424.3960  
Please join the conversation with Garrison Art Center via #GarrisonArtCenter  
For all press inquiries and high-resolution images contact Barbara Smith Gioia at 
gallery@garrisonartcenter.org  


